
   
 

 
 

 
California Laws Regarding the Taking and Trapping of Coyotes 

 
Fish and Game Code  
 
Section 4152. (a) Except as provided in Section 4005, nongame mammals and black-tailed jackrabbits, 
muskrats, subspecies of red fox that are not the native Sierra Nevada red fox (Vulpes vulpes necator), 
and red fox squirrels that are found to be injuring growing crops or other property may be taken at any 
time or in any manner in accordance with this code and regulations adopted pursuant to this code by the 
owner or tenant of the premises or employees and agents in immediate possession of written permission 
from the owner or tenant thereof. They may also be taken by officers or employees of the Department of 
Food and Agriculture or by federal, county, or city officers or employees when acting in their official 
capacities pursuant to the Food and Agricultural Code pertaining to pests, or pursuant to Article 6 
(commencing with Section 6021) of Chapter 9 of Part 1 of Division 4 of the Food and Agricultural Code. 
Persons taking mammals in accordance with this section are exempt from Section 3007, except when 
providing trapping services for a fee. Raw furs, as defined in Section 4005, that are taken under this 
section, shall not be sold. 
 
   (b) Traps used pursuant to this section shall be inspected and all animals in the traps shall be removed 
at least once daily. The inspection and removal shall be done by the person who sets the trap or the 
owner of the land where the trap is set or an agent of either. 
 
4153.  The department may enter into cooperative agreements with any agency of the state or the United 
States for the purpose of controlling harmful nongame mammals. The department may take any mammal 
which, in its opinion, is unduly preying upon any bird, mammal, or fish. 
 
4154.  The department may enter into cooperative contracts with the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service in the Department of the Interior in relation to the control of nongame mammals and for that 
purpose may expend any money made available to the department for expenditure for control or 
eradication of nongame mammals. 
 
Title 14 California Code of Regulations  
465.5 Use of Traps 
 
(a) Traps Defined. Traps are defined to include padded-jaw leg-hold, steel-jawed leg-hold, and conibear 
traps, snares, dead-falls, cage traps and other devices designed to confine, hold, grasp, grip, clamp or 
crush animals' bodies or body parts. 
 
(b) Affected Mammals Defined. For purposes of this section, furbearing mammals, game mammals, 
nongame mammals, and protected mammals are those mammals so defined by statute on January 1, 
1997, in sections 3950, 4000, 4150 and 4700 of the Fish and Game Code. 
 
(c) Prohibition on Trapping for the Purposes of Recreation or Commerce in Fur. It is unlawful for any 
person to trap for the purposes of recreation or commerce in fur any furbearing mammal or nongame 
mammal with any body-gripping trap. A body-gripping trap is one that grips the mammal's body or body 
part, including, but not limited to, steel-jawed leg-hold traps, padded-jaw leg-hold traps, conibear traps, 
and snares. Cage and box traps, nets, suitcase-type live beaver traps, and common rat and mouse traps 
shall not be considered body-gripping traps and may be used to trap for the purposes of recreation or 
commerce in fur any furbearing or nongame mammal. 
 
(d) Prohibition on Exchange of Raw Fur. It is unlawful for any person to buy, sell, barter, or otherwise 
exchange for profit, or to offer to buy, sell, barter, or otherwise exchange for profit, the raw fur, as defined 



   
 

by Section 4005 of the Fish and Game Code, of any furbearing mammal or nongame mammal that was 
trapped in this state, with a body-gripping trap as described in subsection (c) above. 
(e) Prohibition on Use of Steel-jawed Leg-hold Traps by Individuals. It is unlawful for any person to use or 
authorize the use of any steel-jawed leg-hold trap, padded or otherwise, to capture any game mammal, 
furbearing mammal, nongame mammal, protected mammal, or any dog or cat. 
 
(1) Exception for Extraordinary Case to Protect Human Health or Safety. The prohibition in subsection (e) 
does not apply to federal, state, county, or municipal government employees or their duly authorized 
agents in the extraordinary case where the otherwise prohibited padded-jaw leg-hold trap is the only 
method available to protect human health or safety. 
 
(A) Leg-hold Trap Requirements. Leg-hold traps used to implement subsection (e)(1) must be padded, 
commercially manufactured, and equipped as provided in subsections (A)1. through (A)5. below. 
1. Anchor Chains. Anchor chains must be attached to the center of the padded trap, rather than the side. 
2. Chain Swivels. Anchor chains must have a double swivel mechanism attached as follows: One swivel 
is required where the chain attaches to the center of the trap. The second swivel may be located at any 
point along the chain, but it must be functional at all times. 
3. Shock Absorbing Device. A shock absorbing device such as a spring must be in the anchor chain. 
4. Tension Device. Padded leg-hold traps must be equipped with a commercially manufactured pan 
tension adjusting device. 
5. Trap Pads. Trap pads must be replaced with new pads when worn and maintained in good condition. 
 
(f) Use of Non-Body-Gripping Traps for Purposes of Recreation or Commerce in Fur. Any person who 
utilizes non-body-gripping traps for the take of furbearing mammals and nongame mammals for purposes 
of recreation or commerce in fur must comply with the provisions of subsections (g)(1) through (3) below. 
(1) Trap Number Requirement. Any person who traps furbearing mammals or nongame mammals shall 
obtain a trap number issued by and registered with the department. All traps, before being put into use, 
shall bear only the current registered trap number or numbers of the person using, or in possession of 
those traps. This number shall be stamped clearly on the trap or on a metal tag attached to the chain of 
the trap or to any part of the trap. 
 
(g) Use of Conibear Traps, Snares, Cage and Box Traps, Nets, Suitcase-type Live Beaver Traps and 
Common Rat and Mouse Traps for Purposes Unrelated to Recreation or Commerce in Fur. Conibear 
traps, snares, cage and box traps, nets, suitcase-type live beaver traps and common rat and mouse traps 
may be used by individuals to take authorized mammals for purposes unrelated to recreation or 
commerce in fur, including, but not limited to, the protection of property, in accordance with subsections 
(1) through (5) below. Except for common rat and mouse traps, all traps used pursuant to this subsection 
must be numbered as required by subsection (f)(1) above. The prohibitions of subsections (c) and (d) 
above shall apply to any furbearing or nongame mammal taken by a conibear trap or snare pursuant to 
this subsection (g). 
 
(1) Immediate Dispatch or Release. All furbearing and nongame mammals that are legal to trap must be 
immediately killed or released. Unless released, trapped animals shall be killed by shooting where local 
ordinances, landowners, and safety permit. This regulation does not prohibit employees of federal, state, 
or local government from using chemical euthanasia to dispatch trapped animals. 
(2) Trap Visitation Requirement. All traps shall be visited at least once daily by the owner of the traps or 
his/her designee. Such designee shall carry on his/her person written authorization, as owner's 
representative, to check traps. In the event that an unforeseen medical emergency prevents the owner of 
the traps from visiting traps another person may, with written authorization from the owner, check traps as 
required. The designee and the person who issues the authorization to check traps shall comply with all 
provisions of Section 465.5. Each time traps are checked all trapped animals shall be removed. 
(3) Trap Placement Requirement. Traps may not be set within 150 yards of any structure used as a 
permanent or temporary residence, unless such traps are set by a person controlling such property or by 
a person who has and is carrying with him written consent of the landowner to so place the trap or traps. 

 


